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Chirac: UN Should Withdraw If Lift Embargo 


AU1107115295 Paris AFP in English 
1129 GMT 11 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Strasbourg, France, July 11 
(AFP) — UN troops in Bosnia would have to be “im- 
mediately” withdrawn if an arms embargo on Bosnian 
Moslems were lifted, French President Jacques Chirac 
said Tuesday [11 July}. 


Addressing Euro-MPs in a debate on France's six-month 
EU presidency, he said that if sanctions were lifted 
as the United States has threatened to do unilaterally, 
"UNPROFOR (UN Protection Force) would have to 
withdraw immediately of course.” 


France has long made it known that it would have to 
review its presence in Bosnia if the Bosnian conflict es- 
calated following a lifting of the embargo, but Chirac’s 
comment suggested a withdrawal could happen straight 
away. 


Chirac also moved to allay concern that the Franco- 
British led rapid reaction force is being deployed to 
pave the way for a withdrawal of UNPROFOR troops. 


“This is not to be seen as the start of a disengagement 
of UNPROFOR, not at all,” he said. He said that for 
the moment France, which provides most troops to the 
multi-lateral force, “is not planning any withdrawal.” 


Europe Faces ‘Dilemma’ of Srebrenica Situation 


LD1107222795 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 2157 GMT 11 Jul 95 


[By Charles Miller, Defence Correspondent, PA News] 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text] Governments across western 
Europe are facing the dilemma of allowing the Bosnian 
Serbs to stay in Srebrenica and gradually overrun the 
remaining five safe areas, or use force. 


French President Jacques Chirac tonight pledged the use 
of the Franco-British rapid reaction force to recapture 
the Srebrenica safe area and threw the future of the 


peacekeeping mission into doubt. 


United Nations officials acknowledged the three-year 
humanitarian operation was now facing its greatest 
threat and appeared to be on the brink of collapse. 


The Bosnian Serbs have thrown caution to the wind 
and openly declared war on UN policies by overrunning 
Srebrenica and threatening the other safe areas, notably 
Zepa. 
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But, importantly, the crisis also threatens to open up 
divisions between the British and French governments 
over the use of the rapid reaction force. 


For President Chirac’s Gaullist regime has continually 
adopted a much more robust tone over the rapid reaction 
force, warning it could be used to open up supply routes 
by force. 


In comparison Britain has insisted UN forces are not 
in Bosnia to fight, openly contradicting France’s public 
assertions. 


These arguments have severely complicated planning 
for the rapid reaction force’s precise mission at UN 
headquarters in Zagreb. 


President Chirac’s threat was widely seen as empty 
words as the rapid reaction force is not operationally 
ready and planning is not yet complete. 


The multinational brigade is training at various locations 
in central Bosnia. Britain's 1,100 men, including three 
Warrior armoured vehicle companies from the Devon- 
shire and Dorset Regiment, two artillery batteries and 
a reconnaissance squadron with Scimitar light tanks are 
at Vitez and Gorni Vakuf. The French have 2,000 sol- 
diers based at Tomislavgrad with AMX10 tanks and 


helicopter gunships. 


The second half of the rapid reaction force, Britain's 24 
Airmobile Brigade, is languishing in the UK, as pro- 
tracted negotiations continue with the Croatian authori- 
ties Over permission for lancing and basing rights. 


A naval task force, including 1,500 British and Dutch 
commandos, has been placed on 10 days notice to move 
to the Adriatic to bolster the peacekeeping mission or 
help in a mass withdrawal. 


The UN does not have the right forces, or even sufficient 
numbers, to launch a bloody war against the Bosnian 
Serbs. 


But the integrity and viability of UN peacekeeping 
missions are under serious threat and the dangers of 
war spreading across the Balkans like a bush-fire have 
been uppermost in politicians’ minds since the civil war 
erupted. 


Officials admitted that the time for hard decisions had 
finally arrived. European Union negotiator Carl Bildt 
will set out his views about a possible peace agreement 
when he meets te five-nation Contact Group in London 
tomorrow. 
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The Foreign Office said in a statement tonight: “There 
is grave concern about the Bosnian Serb attack on 
Srebrenica and about the safety of civilians and Dutch 
“The situation on the ground is unclear so we cannot 
comment in detail. But we condemn the attack and call 
on the Bosnian Serb army to withdraw immediately 
from the safe area.” 


Chirac Offers Military 


LD1107194795 Paris France-2 Television Network 
in French 1800 GMT 11 Jul 95 


(FBIS Translated Text} At today’s Franco-German sum- 
mit in Strasbourg, Jacques Chirac and Helmut Kohl nat- 
urally talked about the very marked deterioration of the 
situation in Bosnia. This is what the head of state said 
a short while ago: 


[Begin Chirac recording] France and Germany have 
informed the United Nations, on the one hand, and 
the Netherlands, on the other, that they are ready to 
offer their political participation and, regarding France 
— since it already has part of its Rapid Reaction Force 
on the ground — its miliiary participation, if needed 
and requested by the United Nations, of course, since 
Only the United Nations can initiate such an action. [end 
recording] 


Juppe Offers 
AU1207113595 Paris AFP in English 
1116 GMT 12 Jul 95 


{FBIS Transcribed Text} Paris, July 12 (AFP) — Prime 
Minister Alain Juppe said Wednescay [12 July] that 
France was prepared to take part in any operation to 
retake the Srebrenica enclave from Bosnian Serb forces. 


He called on the UN Security Council io take diplomatic 
“and if necessary military” decisions to restore the 
safety zone captured Tuesday [11 July], saying the UN 
Protection Force (UNPROFOR) could not be forced out 
“with its tail between its legs.” 


“France cannot accept the policy of a fait accompli 
which would deprive the mission of UNPROFOR of 
any meaning,” he said after a meeting of ministers on 
the Bosnia issue. 


“The UN Security Council has to decide diplomatic and 
if necessary military measures to re-establish the safety 
zone,” he said. 

"France is ready to participate, with in particular the 
rapid reaction force, if this decision is taker by those 
who have to take it,” be said. 
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Asked if France was pressing for such a decision, he 
added that “Of course we want it because we cannot 
leave Srebrenica with our tails between our legs.” 


"The violation of the Srebrenica safety zone is unac- 
ceptable,” he said. 

The comments echoed those of President Jacques 
Chirac, who hosted the meeting Wednesday morning. 
Chirac said Tuesday that France is ready to take 
military action to help restore the UN-declared safe 
haven. 


"The president ... indicated Tuesday thal we were 
available to participate in any operation decided by the 
UN Security Council aimed at restoring the safety zone,” 
Juppe said. 

Chirac said Tuesday: “If we do not re-establish the 
enclave of Srebrenica, I cannot see what could stop the 
Serbs” from carrying out similar attacks on other UN- 
declared safe areas. 


"France and Germany have informed the UN and the 
Netherlands that they are ready to give their political 
support, and in France's case military support, as 
necessary” to restore the safe area, he said. 


Dutch: NATO ‘Inevitable’ 
AU1107074495 Paris AFP in English 
0121 GMT 11 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The Hague, July 11 (AFP) — 
Close NATO ait-support for Dutch UN troops defend- 
ing the Moslem enclave of Srebrenica in northeastern 
Bosnia has become “inevitable.” Dutch Defence Minis- 
ter Joris Voorhoeve said Monday [10 July). 


However he said it was up to UN commanders in 
Srebrenica to decide if they wanted NATO support or 
not. 


In a televised interview, Voorhoeve said NATO inter- 
vention was “necessary” to back up the Dutch troops in 
the enclave which is under siege by Serb forces. He said 
intervention by NATO planes was “being discussed” and 
“the future will decide where and how the NATO planes 
will intervene and the scope of their mission.” 


Voorhoeve said he realised NATO intervention would 
Carry a risk for the security of UN troops in the enclave 
and for the 30-odd Dutch solcsers detained by Bosnian 
Serb forces. 


But he said that faced with the Serbs’ “probable 
intention of conquering the enclave” the “UN should 
send a clear signal.” 
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The attack on Monday by Serb forces on a roadblock 
erected by Dutch UN peacekeepers on the main road 
south of Srebrenica, and sporadic Serb bombardment 
of the town “give a strong indication of what Bosnian 
Serbs intend to do in coming days,” he said. 


Voorhoeve said NATO plans could be used to desiroy 
Bosnian-Serb tanks who tried to smash through the 
roadblock defended by the Dutch troops. 


If the Bosnian Serbs failed to heed such actions, 
NATO plans could destroy their artillery positions in 
the mountains round the enclave, he said. 
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EU Admonition for Deficits To Be ‘Harsher’ 


AU1107132295 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 11 Jul 95 pl 


[Report by “wif: “EU Acting More Stictly Against 
Budget Sinners”) 

(FBIS Translated Text] Brussels, 10 July — The EU 
countries that are too slow in consolidating their national 
finances are to be admonished more harshly in the future 
to fulfill the convergence criteria of the Maastricht 
Treaty for the final stage of the economic and monetary 
union. 


This has been agreed by the Spanish Council presidency 
and the Brussels Commission, as Bonn's Financial State 
Secretary Juergen Stark stressed in Brussels on 10 
July after the conclusion of the EU finance ministers’ 
deliberations. The council adopted recommendations for 
12 member states to reduce their public deficits and 
economic policy guidelines for all 15 states, which were 
recently approved by the heads of government at the 
Cannes summit. 


After improving its financial situation, the FRG has 
finally been taken off the list of addressees for the 
admonitions to reduce the deficits and, together with 
Luxembourg and Ireland, it forms the group of countries 
that fulfill the Treaty’s criteria for participating in the 
European currency. In addition to the new debts and the 
overall debts, these yardsticks apply to the stability of 
prices, interest rates, and exchange rates. 


Regarding the admonitions, Stark said that there is 
a Clearer differeatiation in the language, depending 
on how far a member state is away from the goal. 
Nevertheless, he sees the matter as positive, since the 
affected countries have promised greater efforts. The 
contents of the admonishing leiiers is not published, 
unless a country itself publishes the letter addressed to 
it. 

The state secretary from Bonn sees certain problems 
regarding the guarantee that the convergence criteria 
will indeed last in the final stage of the economic 
and monetary union. The preparatory work for the 
concrete introduction of the European currency and 
the corresponding scenario must be accelerated. The 
European Monetary Institute (EMI) in Frankfurt/Main 
has promised to do so. For the informal meeting of 
the finance ministers in Valencia in September Stark 
expects first “preliminary decisions.” The scenario is 
supposed to be adopted at the Madnd summit in 
December. The ministers largely agree with the view of 
the Spanish presidency that the exchange rate relations 
between the future monetary union and the member 
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States, which stay outside for the time being, should 
be discussed later. 


Ignoring German reservations, the ministers agreed on a 
decree to harmonize the consumer price indexes. Bonn 
does not agree with the statistical system and the legal 
basis that envisages a simple majority and reserves itself 
the option of turning to the European Court of Justice. 


a proposal for a guideline by the Commission, which 
is aimed al greater transparence and normal conditions 
regarding border-crossing bank transfers. The initiative 
was introduced last November, after the Commission 
and the consumer associations did not see any improve- 
ments on the basis of voluntary efforts by the bank sec- 
tor. 


Discussion on Threat To Withdraw Cohesion Funds 


BR1107150295 Madrid EL PAIS in Spanish 
11 Jul 95 p $3 


{Report by Xavier Vidal-Folch: “Commission To With- 
draw Cohesion Funds From Southern Countries if Their 
Deficits Are Not Brought Under Control in 1995") 


[FBIS Translated Text] Brussels — If Spain fails to 
fulfill its objective of reducing its public deficit to 
5.9 percent of GDP in 1995, then in March 1996 
the Commission will freeze the access of Spain's new 
projects to the Cohesion Fund, 210 billion pesetas of 
which are earmarked for Spain in 1996. If Spain fails 
to reduce the deficit to 4.4 percent of GDP in 1997, the 
penalty in 1997 may affect the as yet non-committed 
part of the funds, which amounts to 234 billion pesetas. 
The “Ecofin” (EU Economy and Finance Ministers’ 
Council) yesterday backed the Commission's proposal 
aimed at ensuring the most stringent annual budgetary 
rigor, as opposed to what Spain, Portugal, and Greece 
were arguing. 


The Commission's recommendations to the 13 coun- 
tries that have not fulfilled the deficit objectives (the 
only “virtuous” countries are Germany, Luxembourg, 
and Ireland) are all similar. The Commission urges them 
to carry out their respective convergence programs, and 
to “take additional measures” for budgetary consolida- 
tion by taking advantage of economic growth. In Spain's 
case, such measures must include: “reducing subsidies 
and fiscal credits to companies,” “reducing employment 
in the public sector,” strengthening measures against 
fraud, and “continuing the denationalization of (govern- 
ment) companies.” 

But for Spain, Portugal, and Greece (the three “Wohesion 


countries” which are not virtuous, excluding Ireland) 
there was more. The recommendations includ:d the 
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threat of an early withdrawal of the Cohesion Fund, 
that is, without waiting until the end of 1997, when the 
deficit must drop to 3 percent of GDP. “As far as this 
year is concerned, there is no risk, because we shall 
fully attain our objectives,” was [Economy and Finance 
minister] Pedro Solbes’ response. He based his certainty 
about 1995 on the fact that the deficit accumulated to 
the end of June had slowed down. Its increase compared 
to the first half of 1994 was only 3.6 percent, compared 
to a 10-percent increase at the end of May. 


"I am not particularly concerned, I do not feel threat- 
ened,” he claimed, although he then added that he fe’ 
“neither more nor less supported” by the Fifteen .in view 
of discussions with the Catalan nationalists about the 
1996 budget. The minister said he trusted the national- 
ists would understand both that creating jobs requires 
reducing the deficit —- and, therefore, also interest rates 
— and that “giving up the objective of a 4.4 percent re- 
duction in 1996 means giving up a single currency.” He 
also said that he had observed CiU (Convergence and 
Union] was more willing to accept this necessary rigor, 
and that therefore he did not expect “any problems in 
the way of the budget we are preparing.” 


Although he did not feel “more support” for his rigor, 
Solbes probably reckoned that the possibility of the 
cohesion funds being withdrawn might disquiet his 
half-hearted allies. The autonomous regional authorities 
manage 10 percent of the part of the funds allocated 
to infrastructure and transport, and 40 percent of the 
funds allocated to the environment. “] want us to fulfill 
our objectives. If others do not, it is their problem,” the 
Spanish economy minister remarked. 


These proclamations of intended rigor coincided with a 
fierce internal battle at the first decison-making Council 
under the Spanish presidency of the EU over the 
possibility of access to the Cohesion Fund being vetoed 
on a yearly basis, rather than at the end of 1997 (see 
last Saturday's [8 July] EL PAIS). German Secretary 
of State Stark was even more stringent, arguing that 
the funds should be «automatically withdrawn from any 
countries not fulfilling, this year already, the objective 
for the whole period (3 percent). 


The Commission argued that if the possibility of a 
“penalty” is not applied on a yearly basis, such a penalty 
could only be implemented in March 1998 for 1997, 
that is, shortly before the present Cohesion Fund (which 
is planned to last until 1999) expires. Therefore, the 
Commission argued, it would be a Pyrrhic penalty. 
In the end, the threat was included in one of the 
recommendation'’s “considering” preambles, rather than 
among its provisions. Spain — backed by Portugal 
and Greece, and in the face of Dublin's silence (even 
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though Ireland is benefiting from the funds thanks to 
{Spanish Prime Minister] Felipe Gonzalez’ insistence 
at the Edinburgh summit) — replied that what was 
involved was “a question of principle, not a practical 
issue,” because Spain was set to fulfill the objectives, 
according to Alfredo Pastor, Spanish secretary of state 
for the economy. 


Pastor made a unilateral statement putting forward legal 
arguments. These included formal considerations, be- 
Cause it is uncommon that “a recommendation approved 
by the Council by a qualified majority, without the coun- 
try to which it is addressed having the right to vote, can 
interpret a EU provision which is subje-t to unanimity,” 
that is, the regulations governing the Cohesion Fund; 
and he also objected to the content of the recommen- 
dation, because these regulations “do not contain any 
references to respect for annual objectives” but only for 
the objectives of the period as a whole. “As long as the 
deadline (the end of 1997) has not expired, Spain can- 
not be deprived, under any circumstances, from access 
to the Cohesion Fund,” Pastor concluded. Solbes under- 
scored these arguments by announcing that if sanctions 
were to be taken on this basis — which he believed 
impossible, because he was claiming that Spain would 
“fulfill” its commitments, and therefore there will be no 
reason for sanctions — “Spain reserves all her rights” 
to appeal before the court. 


Apart from this controversy, the Spanish presidency 
— according to Council sources — “caused a good 
impression” in its presentation of the priorities for the 
coming semester: combating unemployment through the 
multiannual programs in each member state; drawing up 
the controversial “reference scenario” for transition to 
the third stage of monetary union; and combating fraud 
committed against the EU's budget. As far as a number 
of concrete issues are concerned, Ecofin did not reach a 
consensus on cross-border transfers (see complementary 
report) nor on bringing VAT rates closer to each other. 
Agreement was reached, however, on the harmonization 
of criteria for calculating inflation. 


Chirac Addresses European Parliament on 
Presidency 


LD1197134395 Ecully Euronews Television Network 
in French 0906 GMT 11 Jul 95 


[Speech by French President Jacques Chirac to the 
European Parliament in Strasbourg, with announcer’s 
introduction — live] 

(FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Announcer] Good morning 
ard welcome if you joined us on Euronews report- 
ing live from the European Parliament where Jacques 
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Chirac is currently defending the result of six months 
of France's presidency of the European Union. 

The speech will be followed by a debate in which the 
leaders of the parliamentary groups will react. This is a 
very critical parliament which is welcoming the French 
president. He is being heckled because of the resumption 
of nuclear testing in the Pacific, as you can hear. I leave 
you with Jacques Chirac: 

[Chirac] This action goes hand in hand with the difficult 
efforts of Turkish prime ministers in favor of democracy 
and better protection of human rights. If we reject this 
appeal [sound of jeering and heckling from audience] 
we run a double risk: reinforcing the supporters of 
{Islamic} fundamentalism in Turkey and thus lead this 
great neighbor to turn toward other sides for cooperation 
which we might regret later if it is disappointed by 
Europe. 


My profound conviction is that Europe should show 
consideration and understanding to a Turkish Govern- 

ment which wishes to get closer to our values. Our mes- 
sage will be heard by the 60 million Turks but also by 
240 million Turkish-spo-.ers who live in the region. 
Let us avoid playing into the hands of the fundamen- 
talist movements, who are trying today to convince the 
Turkish people that Europe rejects them because they 
are Muslims. [applause] 


Regarding Russia, our common objective is still to es- 
tablish a partnership and cooperation with it. A discus- 
sion has already started, particularly during the infor- 
mal meeting of the foreign ministers in Carcassonne 
last March on the possit.le development of our security 
relations with Russia. This could be made concrete by 
the conclusion of an agreement between this country 
and the Atlantic Alliance as part of the extension of the 
Partnership for Peace [program]. 
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It is true that this strategy has been hindered — the 
least one can say — by the situation in Chechnya. The 
1S several times took the opportunity to condemn the 
Russian intervention in Chechnya, but observing the 
progress that was made aud being satisfied with the 
confirmation of this progress, the European Council 
of Cannes came out in favor of the signing of the 
preliminary agreement (between Russia and Chechnya). 
[passage omitted] 


The [European] Union could play a role of appeasement 
in a Certain conflict which is still outstanding in Europe. 
1 am thinking about Cyprus which wishes to become a 
member [of the Union] but which would only become 
a full member of the Union when the conflict between 
the two sides on the island has been settled. 


1 am also thinking about the former Yugoslav Republic 
of Macedonia, one of the poorest states in Europe and 
one which we cannot help. We must deploy every 
effort to help find a solution to the dispute between 
these countries and one of our member states [Greece]. 
[passage omitted] 


The situation in Algeria remains one of our main 
worries. The Union should encourage the economic 
recovery in Algeria and call for a political settlement 
which is only achievable through a democratic dialogue 
and an electoral process. 


Generally, we must contribute to the stability of the 
Maghreb and respond to its wish to get closer to Europe. 
The association agreement signed with Tunisia under 
our presidency should open the way to other ambitious 
agreements, first with Morocco which was the first 
to express its wish to get closer to Europe. [passage 
omitted] 
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Vranitzky, Schuessel Criticize French Tests 


AUI107201095 Vienna Oesterreich Eins Radio 
Network in German 1600 GMT 11 Jul 95 


[Report by Gisela Hopfmueller including recorded state- 
meats by Chancellor Franz Vranitzky and Foreign Mi. 
istexy Wolfgang Schuessel] 


|FBIS Translated Text) Austria has always been in favor 
of a complete end to the testing of nuclear weapons. Its 
position is no different today in the case of the French 
vest on the Muroroa Atoll. Following a meeting of the 
government today, Chancellcr Vranitzky said: 


[Vranitzky} We have renewed our protests particularly 
because it has transpired that the French Government is 
evidently not open to any kind of argument. Second, 
there is a danger that in other parts of the world, 
in other countries that are toying with the idea of 
constructing suclear bombs or carrying out such tests, 
the French example will be seen as more of an incentrve 
than a discouragement. We will be active in all those 
imternational agencies where 1| makes sense to raise our 
objections. 


[Schuessel} | have asked both parliamentary clubs to 
adom a decision on Priday [14 July], at the presentation 
of the foreign policy report, that will express the wish of 
parliament and the enure government that we condemn 
this resumption of nuclear tests. There 1s danger that 
France will be followed by Chima, the United States, 
and others, and that will be danperous and certainly not 
desirable. 


Minister: Country Will Meet EMU Criteria 


9SENO309B Vienna DER STANDARD in German 
20 Jun 95 


[Article by Thomas Mayer: “Budget Goals Are Attain- 
able’; Staribacher: Criteria for Participation in the Mon- 
ciary Union Will Be Fulfilled by 1997°—+received via 
Internet] 


[FBIS Translated Text] Austria will be able .o fulfill 
the criteria laid down in the Maastricht Treat’ for par- 
ticipation in the Economic and Monetary Unior [EMU] 
by the year 1997, Finance Minister Andreas Staribacher 
declared on Monday at the Council of EU F.nance and 
Economic Ministers, the so-called Ecofin, in Luxem- 
bourg. He had already submitted a convergence program 
to the EU Commission in Brussels, he stated, which 
contains the budgetary measures that should lead to the 
attainment of this goal. 


AUSTRIA 7 


At the Ecofin meeting, the findings of the EU Commis- 
sion on an “excessive budgetary deficit” were submitied 
to EU newcomers Austria, Sweden, ano Finland. 


As already reported by DER STANDARD on Monday, 
the newly incurred indeMedness of 4.6 percent forecast 
for 1995 lies clearly above the Maastricht criterion of 3 
percent of GDP. Austria's total indebtedness of 66.2 
percent of the GDP will also be clearly higher this 
year than the 60 percent required by the convergence 
program. 


At least the newly incurred indebtedness is to be 
markedly reduced in the coming year, Staribacher 
emphasized. It is to drop to 3.8 percent of GDP. The 
total indebtedness, on the other hand, will be even a little 
higher next year, and will reach 67 percent of GDP. 


Indebtedness of the State 


Staribacher stated that he was “in agreement” with the 
figures arrived at by the EU Commission. The indebt- 
edness of the state was “no real problem,” however, 
because the required level would be reached by 1997 
through budget consolidation and privatizations. 


As far as the newly incurred indebtedness is concerned, 
“budgetary discipline is demanded of all,” he said. Here 
the finance minister was alluding to the provinces and 
communities, as well as the national insurances, which 
are included in the calculations of national indebtedness 
by Brussels. The greatest share is taken up by the federal 
budget. By comparison, the rate of increase of newly 
incurred indebtedness has been ingher in recent years 
in the provinces, however. 


The convergence program for consolidation of the bud- 
get that was referred to by Staribacher provides for mea- 
sures especially on the spending side. Following confir- 
mation of the excessive budgetary deficit data by the 
Ecofin, the delivery of an “unsatisfactory progress let- 
ter” by the EU Commission to Austria can be expected 
in mid-July. The finance minister stated that he did 
not think that this letter would contain any surprising 
requirements for measures by the commission. Essen- 
tially, these measures will be in conformity with bud- 
gctary measures proposed by Austria itself, 


Of the 15 EU members, 12 are currently failing to meet 
the Maastricht targets for the European Monetary Union. 
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Lendon Rules Out Withdrawal From Bosnia 


LD1207110995 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1153 GMT 12 Jul 95 


[By Chaties Miller, defence correspondent, PRESS 
ASSOCIATION News) 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Britain ruled out withdrawal 
from Bosnia today, stressing it could not abandon 


And the UN Security Council was expected te adopt 
a resclution demanding that Bosnian Serb forces with- 
draw immediately from the so- called safe area. 


But although the draft asks UN Secretary-General 
Butrus Butrus-Ghali to use “all resources available to 
him” to restore Srebrenica’s demulitarnised status, semor 
officiais said the immediate use c7 force was unlikely. 


Yasushi Akashi, UN special envoy in the former Yu- 
goslavia, rejected a proposal by France's President 
Jacques Chirac, who said French forces were ready to 
take military action to recapture Srebrenica. 


Asked about the possibility of military intervenuon, Mr 
Akashi said: “1 don’t think that will be possibile.” 


Undeterred by Nato air strikes that hit two of their 
tanks, the Bosnian Serbs over-ran Srebrenica yesterday, 
sending vy to 25,000 Muslims flecing towards the UN 
compovad at Potocari to the north of the town. 


The (all of the safe area has increased calls for the UN 
to pull out of Bosnia and to lift the arms embargo. 


dut diplomats in London insisted that withdrawal was 
not on the agenda. 


“We want to avoid a UN withdrawal,” said a Foreign 
Office official. “The UN cannot abandon the civilian 
population of Srebrenica. We need to reassure the local 
population and the UN of that.” 


Officials agreed that diplomatic moves would be made 
to persuade the Bosnian Serbs to agree to demilitarise 
the area once again. 


“We are trying to resolve this without the use of 
selective force,” said another official. 


Mr Butrus-Ghali said the new 10,000-strong Anglio- 
French-Dutch rapid reaction force was not ready to 
tackle an operation like Srebrenica. 


As pressure mounted on Zepa, another of the castern 
Muslim enclaves, he doubted whether the UN could 
protect the remaining safe areas after the Bosnian Serbs 
threatened to shell refugees if Nato attacked them again. 
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Asked whether UN troops could keep Bosnian Serbs 
from over- running Zepa ano Gorazde, he said: “I don’t 
know if this 1s technically possible but our purpose is to 
continue to fulfil the resolution of the Security Council.” 


Mr Sutrus-Ghali sad the UN's priority was to find 
another safe area for the refugees who fied Srebrenica 
and vowed to continue his efforts to keep UN troops 
in former Yueoslavia despite mounting pressure to pull 
them out. 

“For me, | will do whatever ought to be done to maintain 
the presence of the United Nations troops in the former 


Yugoslavia in spite of the pressure ... to pull out,” he 
added. 


There were no signs of increased pressure on Gorazde, 
where 200 British troops from the Royal Weich Fusiliers 
are based alongside men from Norway and Ukraine. 


Five fusiliers were slightly injured on Monday [10 July) 

when a shell fell on their base but they did not need 

hospital treatment. 

The tow: has been under constant pressure from the 
ian Serbs for the past five weeks with shells and 

mortars. 


But British Army spokesman Lieutenant-Colone! Barry 
Hawgood said: “At the moment, there are no signs that 
tie Serbs are planning to take Gorazde. But it is an 
assumption that we are certainly preparing for.” 


Carl Bildt, who replaced Lord Owen as European Union 
peace negotiator, will meet Foreign Secretary Malcolm 
Rifkind and the five-nation Contact Group on Bosnia 
later today in London. 

The former Swedish premier has received hopeful signs 
thatSerbia’s President Slobodan Milosevic is moving 
nearer to cocognising Bosnia in return for the lifting of 
crippling UN sanctions. 


Such a move would increase pressure on the Bosnian 
Serbs to return to the negotiating table. 


Clarke Emphasizes Credentials For Sing'e 
Currency 


MS1107090495 London THE TIMES in English 
11 Jul 9S p 10 


[Report by George Brock in Brussels, and Philip Web- 
ster: “Clarke Optimistic About Chances of Monetary 
Union} 

{FBIS Transcribed Text) The British economy should 
pass all the tests to qualify to join a single currency next 
year, Kenneth Clarke, the Chancellor, said in Broceels 
yesterday. 
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Cont‘nuing his provocative policy of emphasising 
Britain's strong credentials for joming a monetary 
union in 1999 or afterwards, Mr Clarke told European 
Union finance ministers that during 1996 Britain hoped 
to bring its budget deficit inside the limits prescribed 
in the Maastricht weaty. 


The Chancellor's hints that a British government could 
well be ready to join a single currency reflect the 
strengthened confidence of pro-EU Cabinet ministers, 
but they also msk reopening divisions with Tones who 
would like to see British membership of a monetary 
umon fuled out. 


Mr Clarke also denied that the Government only had 
another 18 months to make up its mind about a single 
countries which wish to join a single currency to join the 
moribund exchange-rate mechanism [ERM] two years 
before the start of a single currency, now scheduled for 
January 1999 


If Britain had to decide whether or not to rejoin the 
ERM, the Government would have only another 18 
months of ambivalence over monetary union left before 


having to decide for or against ERM reentry in January 
1997 


But Mr Clarke said that opimon was divided on whether 
an ERM decision was required or not. and that the 
Gevernment might not ‘ace any such deadline. 


Mr Clarke joined the German, Dutch and other govern- 
ments serving notice to the EU's poorest three states 
— Spain, Portugal and Greece — that they might have 
their subsidies cut off if they did not put thew public 
finances in order. 


Earlier yesterday on BBC RADIO 4's TODAY pro- 
gramme, Mr Clarke sharpiy denounced clain\s that John 
Major had tried tc move him from the Treasury at the 
height of jast week's leadership crisis. Reports that Mr 
Major had offered his job to Michael Heseltine were 
“wtal invention”. He adced that Mr Major had never 
suggested such a switch to him. 


An exasperated Mr Clarke used his first interview since 
the election to kill rumours that had been circulating 
at Westminster last Tuesday [4 July] in the immediate 
aftermath of Mr Major's victory. The stories were 
categorically and authoritatively denied at the time and 
no newspapers ran them. But they suddenly resurfaced 
a the weekend, fc~"led, according to senior MPs, by 
right-wingers upset a the new Major-Clarke-Heselune 
power axis within the Cabinet. The stories even ran 
alleged quotations attributed to Mr Clarke. said to have 
been made during his private conversation with Mr 


Mayor 
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Interviewed on TODAY, Mr Clarke said: “Mt Major 
can change the Chancellor if he wants, but he has never 
suggesied it in any conversation with me. He says it has 
never crossed his mind, and I have no reason to doult 
that ” 


He added: “This story is fiction. it has about as 
much connection with reality as Alice in Wonderland.” 
Newspaper readers had been exposed to ‘stuff written 
in the style of a Mills and Boon novel which is total 
invenuon from beginning to end.” 


Army Expected To Buy Apache Helicopters 
LD1107165195 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1633 GMT 11 Jul 9S 


[By Charlies Miller, defence correspondent, PRESS 
ASSOCIATION News} 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) The American-designed 
Apache is expected to win the $2.5 billion order to 
supply the Army with attack helicopters when the 
long-awaited decision is announced on Thursday [i3 


July). 


The tightly fought competition will be discussed by 
the Cabinet's Overseas Policy and Defence Committec 
before going to the full Catinet immediately afterwards. 


Ministers have “cen anxiovs, despite last week's reshuf- 
fle, to push through the ¢scisson before the parliamen- 
tary summer recess. 


New Defence Secretary Michael Portillo has been 
fully bnefed and is expected to support the Army's 
recommendation to buy the Apache, which is tDidded 
jointly dy US giant McDonnell Dougias and Yeov'!- 
based Westland 


However, the competition has been a close-run affair 
between the Apache and its two main rivals — the 
British Acrospace-Eurocopter Tiger and the GEC-Bell 
Cobra Venom. 


Deputy Prime Minister Michael Heseltine, who is tra- 
ditionally pro-European, would have preferred to see 
Westland Mdding with Eurocopter 


Sources said that would have bren his ideal option. But 
as it never emerged, he declined to take a strong stand 
in favour of the Franco-German Tiger. John Major and 
other senior ministers came under strong pressure from 
the new Gaullist regime of President Jacques Chirac to 
buy the Tiger 


The French warned they would oppose British partic- 


ipation in future key European policy arcas unless it 
demonstrated 1s commitment to Furope by selecting the 
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Tiger, the latest and most advanced of the three com- 
petitors although its weapon-load *< only half that of the 
Apache. 


The Cobra Venom ended the final stretch of the com- 
petition with a massive burst, offering a significantly 
improved version of the helicopter fitted with four rotor 
blades rather than the original two. It is also the cheap- 
est of the three aircraft and would be fitted with a new 
GEC-Marconi cockpit. 

And it was further announced that Britain would win a 
#500 million contract to refit the US Marine Corps’ 220 
older CoPras with the same cockpits, if Britain selected 
the Cobra Venom. 


However, Army chiefs insisted throughout the competi- 
tion that the Apache was the most capable of the con- 
petitors and stressed that it was available immediately. 
Trade and Industry Minister Tim Eggar is to make what 
is expected to be a very timely visit to the Westland 
plant on Thursday. 


Labour Protests French Attack on Greenpeac2 Ship 


LD1007154895 London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in English 1526 GMT 10 Jul 95 


{By Alison Little, parliamentary staff, PRESS ASSOCI- 
ATION News] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Labour MPs today demanded 
a Commons statement from the Government on the 
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boarding by French commandos of the Greenpeace ship 
Rainbow Warrior II. 

Jeremy Corbyn (Islington N) accused France of threat- 
ening peace in the Pacific region by its “blatant attack 
on an unarmed civilian ship”. 

Dennis Sk (Bol ) claimed the Prime Mini 
gave French President Jacques Chirac “the nod and the 
wink” to go ahead with the “dastardly” action. 

French marine commandos yesterday rammed and 
boarded Rainbow Warrior II after it entered the 12-mile 
exclusion zone around Muroroa Atoll, where France is 
preparing to resume nuclear tests. 


Mr Corbyn asked Speaker Betty Boothroyd if Foreign 
Secretary Malcolm Rifkind had asked to make a staie- 
ment “concerning the French unilateral declaration of 
a total exclusion zone around Muroroa Atoll and their 
blatant attack on an unarmed civilian ship in those wa- 
ters by their own commandos and the threat to peace 
within that region through their actions”. 

Miss Boothroyd said she had received no such request. 
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Quebec Vice Premier Interviewed on Sovereignty 


9SESO305SA Paris LIBERATION in French 16 Jun 95 
plo 


{Interview with Vice Premier Bernard Landry by Fran- 
cois Sergent in Paris; date not given: “*Quebec Will Be 
a Sovereign State in 1996°"] 


{[FBIS Translated Text] Vice Premier Bernard Landry 
thinks conditions are right for independence. 


The Parti Quebecois (PQ) came to power in September 
1994 with the promise of a referendum on the sover- 
eignty of Quebec. In all likelihood, this promise will 
be kept. Quebecois will vote on their future this fall. 
The Parti Quebecois considers victory possible. Polls 
now give the edge to pro-independence voters, and, on 
9 June, Quebec’s major parties reached an agreement on 
a “sovereignty-association” formula that seems to have 
the support of a majority of Quebecois. Nothing is cer- 
tain, but Quebec's international affairs minister, Bernard 
Landry, on a visit to Paris where he recently met with 
Alain Juppe, is optimistic. 


{Sergent} Will Quebec be free in 1996? 


{Landry} | think so. This time, it is going to happen. I 
say so not because of what I hope, but because there 
are concrete reasons to believe so. First, in terms of 
ideas, the Parti Quebecois, the Democratic Alliance, and 
the Bloc Quebecois have joined forces to put forward 
a sophisticated, consensus-building solution. It provides 
for sovereignty in association with Canada: a European- 
style formula with a common market and the necessary 
common economic and political institutions. A plan 
of this type embodies what Quebecois have wanted 
for decades. Second, at the present time, of Quebec's 
200 elected representatives (in the provincial parliament 
and the federal parliament in Ottawa), 130 are pro- 
independence. Quite clearly, a grass-roots movement 
has preceded the referendum. Third, those who oppose 
our plan have no alternative to offer; all they are 
proposing is the status quo. Lastly, the most recent polls, 
which while not a reason of substance, do provide a 
snapshot, have clearly shown a more than 50-percent 
majority in favor of sovereignty for several months. 


[Sergent] How will the question read, and when will 
you ask it? 


{Landry} The question will be, more or less, “Are you 
in favor of sovereignty for Quebec accompanied by an 
offer of political and economic association with the rest 
of Canada?” I say “offer” because Quebec has no control 
over the attitude of our fellow citizens in the rest of 
Canada. The date has not been set, but we are tending 
towards a fall referendum. 
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[Sergent] How do you think that Canada will respond 
to your independence, especially since Quebec, which 
is enormous, will cut it in half, with continental Canada 
on one side and the seaboard provinces on the other? 
{Landry} Canada would in fact have been cut in half 
if Quebec had become independent in the last century. 
But today services, persons, and capital move freely. 
Moreover, this question has already been settled with 
NAFTA (North American Free Trade Agreement). 


From the political standpoint, we are not afraid that 
Canada will refuse. Ottawa would already have an- 
nounced its intention, and the right of peoples to self- 
determination outweighs ail other considerations. 


[Sergent] Will Quebec have its own currency and its 
own army? 


[Landry] We are seeking a European-style solution, and 
we propose the maintenance of a single currency, the 
Canadian dollar, especially since there is likely to be 
a common American currency within 25 years’ time. 
As for the army, it is already divided into English- and 
French-speaking units, and these units will immediately 
form the basis of the Quebec army. We will assume 
our international responsibilities and will apply for 
admission to NATO. 

[Sergent] Speakers of English and other, nonofficial 
languages oppose independence. What will the status 
these minorities be in an independent Quebec, and how 
do you intend to handle the Native American question? 


[Landry] This is true, although some English-speakers— 
around 10 percent—are in favor of sovereignty, as are 
the majority of speakers of other languages, notably His- 
panics. But in any case, the English-speaking minority 
has sacred rights that makc it one of the best-treated mi- 
norities in the world, and these rights will be ‘espected 
in a sovereign Quebec. This is a matter of law, but it 
is also in our interest to have an English-speaking com- 
munity that has strong ties with the dominant ‘ulture on 
our continent. With regard to the 60,000 Nat.ve Amer- 
icans, whe are divided into 11 “nations,” Quebec will 
resolve this question in the most harmonious manner. 
They already have many rights, with the sole restriction 
that they respect the sovereignty and borders of Quebec. 


[Sergent] What do you expect from France? 


[Landry] in France, Quebec has friends in all of the 
parties. You are familiar with the magic phrase “non- 
interference, nonindifference.” Nevertheless, several im- 
portant government figures have told us that they would 
support our choice. 


[Sergent] What is the Quebecois identity today? 
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{Landry} it has nothing to do with ethnic origin. 
Quebec is a land of adoption based on geography, 
not blood right. Quebecois are an ethnically composite 
people. Next, they are a French-speaking people, and 
French is the vector of their cultural vision, which 
obviously makes them unique on their continent. We 
have the United States’ tremendous cultural power at 
our doorsteps, and we are not afraid of it. We have 
waged and won heroic battles to preserve our identity, 
and we believe that cultural identities require a national, 
sovereign state. On a deeper level, there is an ideal for 
Quebecois society. It is one of a democratic society that 
has managed its affairs democratically for two centuries 
without solution of continuity. It is one of a classless, 
friendly, and caring society in which individual merit 
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opens all doors. And it is one of a society in which 
cultural values are of the utmost importance. Half 
of the books published in Canada are published in 
Quebec, even thcugh we represent only 25 percent 
of the Canadian population. Montreal is a television 
production center comparable to Paris. 


[Sergent] If the referendum is voted down, as in 1980, 
what will you do? Would that be the end of the 


independence movement? 

{Landry} First, I think that we are going to win. But in 
the impossible eventuality of defeat, I will resume my 
democratic struggle the next day. 
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Commentary on Impact of U.S. Interest Rate Cuts 
AU1007161195 Duesseldorf HANDELSBLATT 
in German 10 Jul 95 p21 


{Commentary by Jens Eckhardt: “Interest Rate Party”) 


{FBIS Translated Text) The cause is small, the effect 
is great. The lowering wf the Federal Funds Rate by 
0.25 percent to 5.75 percent by the U.S. central bank, 
which incidentally left the discount rate unchanged at 
5.75 percent, was only a modest downward adjustment 
and was by no means unexpected following the latest 
meeting of the Open Market Committee. The markets 
took this to signal a change of direction and celebrated 
with record levels and falling yields. 


Following seven increases in the federal funds rate 
in 17 months, the Federal Reserve has signalled that 
with prices rising moderately, it sees enough room for 
maneuver to prevent a hard landing for the economy. An 
optimistic stock exchange that has already ignored the 
slowdown in the economy and the dollar’s slide assumes 
that this maneuver on the part of the Fed will succeed 
and that the Dow Jones wiil exceed 5,000 points before 
the end of this year. 


That is not so entirely out of place. Cheap loans 
could eacourage consumption now that many consumers 
already feel wealthier because the investment funds into 
which they have been pumping their savings over the 
past few years posted strong growth in the first half 
of 1995. If the economic growth rate stabilizes, then 
companies will earn healthy profits and stocks will thus 
be attractive. 


In addition, exchange rates too are not exactly rising 
endlessly. Record balance of trade and balance of 
payments deficits as well as a budgei deficit that is well 
into the red are putting pressure on a weak currency 
and Tokyo's reaction has made fears of a dollar crisis 
all the more palpable. Against the background of a 
1996 election campaign that is starting up early, there 
are two important flanks that are still exposed. The 
battle in Congress between those who want to lower 
taxes and those who want to reduce expenditure is 
still undecided and a turning away from the goal of 
a balanced budget would be a shock for the markets. 
In addition, doubts are also being expressed about how 
steadfast the central bank is about its policies. Critics 
believe that the latest interest rate cuts were too hasty. 
They believe that the current bull market will not end 
with share prices collapsing only if the Fed manages to 
preserve credibility. 
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Kinkel on Visit of China’s Jiang Zemin, Bosnia 


AU1207094695 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 0615 GMT 12 Jul 95 


[Telephone interview with Foreign Minister Klaus 
Kinkel in Bonn by Dietmar Timm in the Deutschland- 
funk studio — live] 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Timm] Good morning, Mr. 
Kinkel. 
{Kinkel] Good morning. 


[Timm] Mr. Kinkel, what has been praised in China, 
namely, that German criticism of human rights viola- 
tions has allegedly become softer, is deing criticized in 
Germany. What do you think about this criticism? 


[Kinkel] Well, we have invited the Chinese president as 
the president of a large, important, and friendly country. 
We welcome him here as our guest, and we should 
ensure a dignified visit for our guest. Some people 
pretend time and again that human rights issues are at 
the center of such a visit or of our contacts with China. 
That is not the case. Nor is it correct to say that we 
explain our stance on human rights issues to China in a 
low-key way. 

We discuss human rights issues frankly with the Chi- 
nese. However, we do not focus our talks on them, they 
are just one aspect of many matters that we discuss with 
China. China is a large and important country, the most 
populous country, with 1.2 billion people. It is very im- 
portant not only for stability and peaceful cooperation 
in Asia, but as a permanent member of the UN Security 
Council and as a nuclear power it is also responsible for 
peace, crisis prevention, and stability worldwide. I think 
we must see this in a balanced way and in an overall 
context. 


[Timm] Is the assumption wrong that efforts for good 
economic relations — trade with China doubled within 
four years, from 1990- 1994 — is the most important 
aspect, and that audible criticism of human rights 
violations would only interfere with such efforts? 


[Kinkel] That is not correct. As I just said, China is a 
very important player on the international stage. China 
is also a very important country regarding economic 
relations. China is a big and important power and on 
its way to further and greater importance. That is why 
we cannot make our relations with such a country 
dependent on the human rights issue, even though we 
have always also addressed this issue in our talks with 
China. This will also be the case this time. 
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However, I think it is wrong to measure our relations 
with China by this complex alone. We also have diplo- 
matic relations, good polidcal and economic relations 
with other countries where there are human rights prob- 
lems. With these countries, we also address these issues 
in parallel with other affairs. I do not accept such criti- 
cism. 

[Timm] The relations between Germany and the PRC 
are excellent. This is not the case with relations between 
China and the United States. The report from Beijing 
that we just heard says that the Chinese leadership 
intends to build up the Europeans and particularly 
Germany as a sort of opposite pole. Would you like 
to see that happen? 


[Kinkel] No. We are of course not happy at the 
development of relations between the PRC and the 
United States. We have an interest in seeing these 
relations good and untroubled. it is true that there 
are problems, but it cannot be right and there is no 
intention on any side to build up Germany as a sort of 
opposite pole. Regarding trade, China is a key country 
for our German Asia concept and for German business 
and industry. In 1994, our bilateral trade volume was 
25 billion German marks [DM]; but Germany had a 
trade deficit of DMS billion. German investments have 
increased considerably — by more than DM1 Ailliou 
in China. We have as many as 600 joint ventures. We 
must consider this. We must also see that our industry 
is hugely interested in China's infrastructure projects — 
railroads and power plants. 


Thus, in dealing with such a large and important 
country, we must considez ihe overall situation and not 
insist on individual points, as important as they are. | 
repeat — we clearly address human rights issues in our 
talks with the Chinese leadership and will also do so 
with the Chinese president now. But they will not be in 
the focus of our talks. 


[Timm] Are you expecting very concrete trade accords? 


[Kinkel] Yes, to my knowledge, the trade talks in 
Stuttgart went very well. We will sign agreements here 
in Bonn, and I assume that the economic boom in China 
will also be reflected in German order books. We must 
have an interest in this. 


[Timm] Mr. Kinkel, for a different reason, I must also 
address a different problem. Following the Bosnian 
Serbs’ attack at Srebrenica yesterday, the UN Security 
Council met on a resolution urging the Bosnian Serbs 
to withdraw from Srebrenica voluntarily. Is that all? 


{Kinkel] It is not all. The draft resolution that will 
probably be dealt with today was prompted by our 
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talks with the French Government in Strasbourg. I was 
in contact all night with the Dutch foreign minister. 
We also met with the Spanish EU Presidency, Foreign 
Minister Javier Solana, in Strasbourg last night. The 
Situation is extremely alarming. The draft resolution 
you mentioned contains many other elements. But the 
situation is threatening and bad. There is no doubt about 
that. 


[Timm] Since one cannot assume that the Bosnian Serbs 
will withdraw from Srebrenica voluntarily — and they 
have already announced that they are going to take the 
next UN protection zone — what is the next step, if the 
UN mission is not to fail? Can military operations be 
avoided at ali? 


{[Kinkel] We discussed this issue in detail with the 
French side. What options are there? We still believe 
that everything must be done to keep the UNPROFOR 
[UN Protection Force] troops in Bosnia. We must 
consider our next steps. We will do so in the framework 
of foreign ministers; steps will be discussed within 
NATO and at the United Nations. The Rapid Reaction 
Force to be set up is not yet fully operational. The 
French forces are largely available. Our own forces 
are not yet operational. But we must consider our next 
steps. I do not want to speculate. However, we must do 
everything in our power to prevent the occupation of 
Zepa by the Serbs. 


[Timm] Isn*t the problem also that due to different 
interests, no agreement can be achieved at the United 
Nations? This brings us back to China, which is a 
member of the UN Security Council. To what extent 
will you be able to persuade the Chinese president to 
come round to the European line? 


[Kinkel] Regarding the Security Council resolutions on 
the former Yugoslavia, the Chinese have never been 
obstructive. I do not assume they will act differently 
today. Nor do I expect this of the Russian side. | 
am going to contact my Russian counterpart, Andrey 
Kozyrev, today, whom we will meet in Brussels on 
17 July. I do not think there will be any obstacles 
regarding a Security Council resolution. But such a 
resolution alone does not help. It is important that 
we act to get out of this dilemma, because the Serb 
operation is of a new quality. This is the first time that an 
enclave was taken. We have comparable enclaves that 
are equally endangered. Just think of Sarajevo, which 
we also discussed in Strasbourg yesterday, because there 
are more than 2,000 French soldiers in Sarajevo. The 
way the Serbs act is outrageous. 
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[Timm] Would you agree that this is definitely the 
moment of truth for the UN mission? 


{[Kinkel] We do not have much time left. We will see 
very soon whether we can keep the UN forces there. I 
hope that this will be possible because I anticipate even 
worse military operations and above all the impossibility 
to help the suffering population. The exodus of the 
fleeing population is horrible. 

[Timm] Thank you very much, Mr. Kinkel. 


Spokesman Seeks ‘Clearer’ Paris Stance on EU 
BR1107140695 Paris LE FIGARO in French 
Li Jul 95 p3 


{Interview with Karl Lamers, Christian Democratic 
Union foreign policy spokesman, by Jean-Paul Picaper 
in Bonn; date not given: “Karl Lamers: Watch Out For 
‘Disloyal Solidarity’'” } 


[FBIS Translated Text] [Picaper] What do you expect 
irom these first French-German talks since the election 
of Jacques Chirac as French president? 


[Lamers] We hope that France's attitude on the decisive 
issue of moving ahead with the process of European 
unification will start to become clearer. 


[Picaper] By giving guarantees of financial rigor, has 
the French Government not already sent out a signal? 


{Lamers} Indeed, a most important signal where Eco- 
nomic and Monetary Union is concerned. However, at 
the same time your foreign minister says that a Europe 
comprising 30 countries cannot be federal. However, it 
is now halfway to becoming federal in the economic 
domain, and will soon be so in the monetary domain. 
On the other hand, the building of political union is only 
at the half-way stage. The whole edifice will collapse if 
we do not conclude this work. A single curreacy will in- 
volve placing vast sectors on common ground, not only 
in terms of economic and fiscal policy, but also in terms 
of foreign policy and security. 


[Picaper] France, too, wants a “strong” foreign policy. 


{Lamers} Yes, but it wants this in an intergovernmental 
context, although that is not sufficient. Everyday prac- 
tices provide ample proof of this. We cannot take effec- 
tive action by conforming to the principle of consensus, 
as is the case with the so-called second and third pillars 
of the Maastricht Treaty, with foreign policy and secu- 
rity on the one hand, and judicial and police matters on 
the other. The results achieved in these two domains are 
more than insufficient. By the same token, the results 
achieved in the first “pillar,” namely the single market 
and the economy, which concerns the whole Commu- 
nity, are satisfactory. 
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These extremely different levels of efficiency do not 
allow the Union to have the political coherence that 
I would like to see. “Pillars” two and three of the 
Maastricht Treaty are not solidly built. They are wooden 


if the structure in question is a federal one. 
Relaunching the ‘Solid Core™ 


[Picaper} Do we not already have the French-German 


relationship that you yourself have described as the 
“core of cores?” 


{Lamers} The Prench-German relationship is important 
for our two peoples, but it is pursuing a European 
objective which has become even more decisive: France 
and Germany must prevent the links within Europe from 
slackening. This function served by the French-German 
relationship means that cooperation between our two 
countries Cannot substitute for the actual unification of 
Europe. 


[Picaper) What if only the Benelux countries join your 
“solid core?” We would then be a long way short of the 
target. 


{Lamers} That is true. And it comes from the fact 
that it is the countries involved in all sectors of 
policy, and above all in Monetary Union, which will 
of course comprise the core. Monetary Union is the 
key to progress toward European unity. However, in 
that context among other things there are two countries 
which are facing difficulties and which are nonetheless, 
from the cradle as it were, destined to belong to this 
core, namely Italy and Spain. We must seck new ways 
of helping them to join us. And do so without softening 
the criteria for convergence, for that would be a grave 
and unacceptable error in the eyes of the German public. 
However, there are various ways of achieving this. 
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(Picaper] Apart from the essential institutional reforms, 
must we not proceed to make visible headway, partic- 
ularly in the area of defense, with a view to making 
progress in the area of European unification? 


{Lamers} Definitely. That is why I am happy that the 
Bundestag consented to Cerman participation in the 
French-British Rapid Reaction Force in Bosnia. Modest 
though it may be, compared with the admirable efforts 
made by our partners, France in particular, it is an 
importamt initiative for reasons of principle. It proves 
that Germany has understood that its proposals for 
institutional reform would never get off the ground if 
it failed to make a show of its solidarity in a crisis 
situauion. 


First of all we cannot adopt a different attitude to the 
key question of war and peace than the one adopted by 
our European partners. Second, I hope that an agreement 
will soon be reached on the joint building of a system 
of spy satellites and other issues linked to this. 


Rexrodt Warns of Danger of Protectionism 


AU1007125095 Berlin DIE WELT in German 
10 Jul 95 pil 


[Report by Hans-Juergen Mahnke. “Danecrs to World 
Trade” } 

(FBIS Translated Text} Bonn — FRG Economics Min- 
ister Guenter Rexrodt sees great dangers for world 
trade. “The protectionist tendencies have not been elim- 
inated even after the conclusion of the GATT Uruguay 
round in Marrakesh more than a year ago,” the minister 
stressed in an interview with DIE WELT. The liberal- 
ization of world trade has not made any progress since 
then 


One problem that has repeatedly been taken as an oc- 
casion for protectionist demands is the different envi- 
ronmental policy standards in the individual countries. 
Rexrodt vehemently opposed the demand to use envi- 
ronmental problems as a justification for protectionis' 
trends. 


He does not deny that different environmental standards 
influence production costs. The effects of the production 
of minerals, for instance, on the environment vary, de- 
pending on the country where it takes “lace. Rexrodt's 
hope: A country that does not take care of the environ- 
ment should be pressed to change its attitude. If nothing 
is done the country must be punished with trade sanc- 
tions. “This is a double-edged sword,” Rexrodt admits. 


In any developing countries environmental standards 
are iower than in Germany. However, this must not be 
used as an excuse for “closing the borders.” Demands 
are often made to protect one’s own economy and not 
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to protect the environment. “I am in favor of making 
very ca eful checks within the framework «‘ the World 
Trade Organization, WTO,” the minister says. “If one 
does not want to remain a paper tiger, however, one 
must have sanctions available.” 

The situation regarding the different social standards is 
similar, in particular regarding child labor. “The term 
social durmpine is often used quite incorrectly; it is used 
by people who have protectionist intentions.” 
However, children working in mining or producing 
Carpets in inhuman conditions is unacceptable. “But 
if chiidren, at 12 or 13, are made to work in their 
father’s crafts shop, in many developing countries this 
is often the only chance to get any kind of vocational 
training.” One r~st differentiate considerably. Sc:ving 
social issues by moans of trade policy is also a double- 
edged sword. 

The problem of financial services remains controversial 
and thus puts a strain on world trade; the U_S. attitude 
in this respect is unacceptable. The problems of sea and 
air traffic and of media must be settled. The WTO's 


work is just beginning, in particular in settling disputes. 
Commentator Assesses Waigel European Policy 


AU1007084095 Munich SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 10 Jul 95 p4 

[Commentary signed "jj": “Bismarck in Bavaria") 
[FBI'S Translated Text] At his party's foreign pol- 
icy congress, Christian Social Union Chairman Theo 
Waigel called for all good and beautiful things. NATO 
should not submit to being chained by the UN Secu- 
rity Council; never again should it, as in Bosnia, be the 
“executive organ of others with unsatisfactory effective- 
ness. A “European Strategy Council” should also be 
established. It should be constituted of all foreign minis- 
ters, defense ministers, economic ministers, and finance 
ministers so that Europe learns to speak “with one voice” 
and is “heard in the world.” 


The wish list continues. The FRG must get away from 
its “extreme position of a net payer” in the EU. France 
and Germany must take over a “pioneering role” in 
Europe's unification. However, the close ties with the 
United States must also be maintained. The West must 
ensure the “transfer of stability” to East Europe.... Who 
would want to contradict Theo Waigel in view of these 
beautiful words and noble goals? 


However, wish lists do not yet constitute policy: as 
usual, policy is linked with means and priorities. How 
can Germany be freed of its “extreme position of a net 
payer” if the monster called Common Agricultural Pol- 
icy, which is devouring billions, is not slaughtered at the 
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same time? In particular, Bavarian politicians should be § egy Council”? It cannot turn national disharmony into 
very restrained in thinking any further. Freeing NATO _iharmony but just reflect this disharmony. Unfortunately, 
of the UN chain? Was «' not the Alliance that volun- _ foreign policy has little to do with “what” and all the 
tarily submitted to this chain because it did not want more with “how.” 

to act in Bosnia? Aad what about the “European Swrat- 
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Millon Defends ‘Storming’ of Greenpeace Ship 
AU1107121495 Paris AFP in English 
1145 GMT 11 Jul 95 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, July 11 (AFP) — 
French Defence Minister Charlies Millon on Tuesday [11 
July] defended France's decision to storm the Rainbow 
Warrior fl with French Navy commandos, saying its 
territorial rights had to be protected. 

He rejecd criticism in some quarters that the storming 
of the vessel, with the use of tear-gas to flush out the 
environmental activists from the cabin of their boat, was 
heavy-handed. 

“The navy ensured that the law was upheld,” he told a 
press conference. “The law is the law. Territorial waters 
are territorial waters,” he added, saying that the decision 
to storm had been takeu “by a chain of command.” 
The Greenpeace activists have protested tha: the French 
commandos used excessive force in breaking glass and 
throwing in tear-gas cannisters to flush them out after 
they barricades themselves inside. 

Separaicly, Millon refused to confirm of deny reports 
that a Greenpeace inflatable craft was still at large near 
the Mururoa atoll, France's South Pacific nuclear testing 
site. 


Five Zodiac dinghys were released from the Rainbow 
Warrior [fl under cover of darkness before it was 
itself intercepted. French authorities were said by the 
Greenpeace activists to have rounded up all but one. 


The missing craft has three people on board, including 
Canadian- born David MacTaggart, a former Green- 
peace director who has participated in five previous 
campaigns on Mururoa. 


Cofounder of Algeria’s FIS Killed in Attack 


LD1107175295 Paris France-Info Radio in French 
1745 GMT 11 Jul 95 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The imam of the mosque in the 
18th arrondissement of Paris was killed in an attack at 
about 1820 in Paris. 


Abdelbaki Sahraoui was the co-founder of the Algerian 
Islamic Salvation Front [FIS}. He was shot in the head 
during a shootout. Another man who tried to intervene 
was also killed. 


GIA Suspected of Killing 
LD1107183695 Paris TF-1 Television Network 
in French 1800 GMT 11 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text} | would uke to repeat what | 
announced at the beginning of this bulletin. An imam 
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has been killed in his praying room — not outside his 
mosque -— in Paris, in the 18th arrondissement, 26 Rue 
Myrha to be precise. 

The imam is called Abdelbaki Sahraoui. His name was 
on a list of Islamic Salvation Front [FIS] members 
— since he was a co-founder of the FIS — who had 
received threats from the Armed Islamic Group [GIA]. 
Yesterday, the GIA released a communique announcing 
the list of FIS members they want to eliminate. It seems 
that they have managed to do so with Imam Sehraoui 
and one of the men wno was with him — his bodyguard 
perhaps — who was also shot dead in the attack. 


Seguin on Murder, Bosnia 


LD1207101295 Paris Europe No. 1 Radio in Fren. h 
0540 GMT 12 Jul 95 


{Studio interview with National Assembly Speaker 


Philippe Seguin by correspondent Dominique Souchet 
on 12 July — live} 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt) [Souchet] Good morning 
Philippe Seguin. 
[Seguin] Good morning. 


{Souchet] Thank you, Mr Speaker, for coming in this 
morning, despiic chairing the last session devoted to 
the constitutional reform at the National Assembly until 
0200 this morning. The deputies will vote this afternoon 
and we will get the details later. However, as you can 
understand I will start by asking you to say a few 
words about the two serious events that have just taken 
place. The first is what happened yesterday afternoon in 
Paris, where Imam Sahraoui, one of the founders of the 
FIS, the Islamic Salvation Front, was murdered in his 


mosque. 


You know the Maghreb countries very well. In addition 
to its seriousness, does this event carry serious threats 
for the future in your opinion? 


[Seguin] Well, regarding threats, let's wait until we 
know the results of the inquiry to make a judgment on 
that. There is already talk this morning about settling 
scores between Islamist factions. For the moment, I do 
not think we are in possession of information which 
allow us to confirm anything. | think we should keep 
cool. This is a serious event. It is an event which could 
in fact carry further threats, but it is too soon to draw 
conclusions. 


{Souchet] Srebrenica has falien, this is the other headline 
in this morning's newspapers. It is a snub to the 
international comniunity and to the United Nations. For 
months there has been talk about choosing whether to 
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[Seguin] I think we should give the Rapid Reaction 
Force a chance. The French president has made an 
initiative aimed at putting an end to a humiliating 
situation, which necessitated efforts from those parties 
involved, the international community, a? particularly 
usefulness has also been strongly contested. 

Let's wait and see if the Rapid Reaction Force lives 
up to our hopes; if it does not, then the question of 
withdrawal would become more imperative than ever. 
[passage omitted] 


FIS Blames Algiers Regime 
LD11071921°5 Paris Radio France International 
in French 1830 GMT 11 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] We have just had a first reaction 
to the killing of the Paris imam — that of Anouvar Had- 
dam, the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS] representative in 
exile in the United States. He spoke to Adala Benraad: 


[Begin Haddam recording] We strongly condemn such a 
criminal act. Those behind it are known. It is the terrorist 
regime in power in Algiers. The French Government 
is totally responsible for the security of Algerians in 
France in general, and of the supporters and activists of 
the Islamic cause in particular. Shaykh Sahraoui is one 
of the founders of the FIS. 

First of all, the breach which has just been caused is very 
serious. May I say that the regime in power in Algeria 
has just made a breach it will be unable to close. fend 
recording} 

Scientists Protest Resumption of Nuclear Testing 
AU1107132495 Paris AFP in English 

1248 GMT 11 Jul 95 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Paris, July 11 (AFP) — 
More than 400 French scientists have signed a petition 


“A limited number of tests will allow simulations which 
will in their turn lead to new experiments and new 


“This escalation can only be stopped by a decision that 
this is enough, and that we should put our resources and 
efforts into seeking another future,” they said, appealing 
to “researchers in all countries” to join their protest. 


The petition came as French President Jacques Chirac 
faced noisy demonstrations in Strasbourg, France, Tues- 
day by anti-nuclear protesters who shouted him down 
as he addressed the European Parliament. 
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Defense Minister on CESID, Bosnia, WEU 


Bx1107135395 Madrid ABC in Spanish 9 Jul 95 
pp 30-31 


{Intermew with Defense Minister Gustavo Suarez 
Pertierra by Alvaro Marunez in Madrid; date not given: 
‘CESID Must Be Reorganized So That ik Will Really 
Be Equal to Duties Assigned to lt by Law”) 


(FBIS Translated Text] Madrid — The CESID [Higher 
Defense Intelligence Center] scandal has brought { De- 
fense Miraster] Gustavo Suarez Pertierra back to the 
Defense Ministry, which he left in order iake up the ed- 
ucation portfclio. The new minister attributes the storm 
which is raging to the excessive trust placed in people 
who did not deserve it (referring to Colonel Perote) and 
highlights the services rendered by General Manglano 
|CESID director] to democracy. As a safeguard, he has 
decided radically to reorganize the center and set up “a 
system of organization which really will be ejual to the 
duties assigned to ut by law,” For when the storm blows 
over, in addition to continuing the policy of the Armed 
Forces’ external role, he declares himself ready for the 
battle of the budgets; a rack on which his predecessors 
have suffered. 


{Martinez} Your arrival has been somewhat precipitate. 
Do you feel like an emergency expedient? 


(Pertierra) | do not have that impression. | assume that in 
order to entrust me with this responsibility, it was taken 
ato account that I had some knowledge of the Defense 
Ministry; i is not for nothing that | worked here for 
several years, taking part in the process of modernizing 
the Armed Forces. | am grateful for the trust which the 
prime minister has placed in me. 


[Martinez] Did you think of returning” 


[Pertierra] No. | believe that those things must never 
be thought about. The institutional aspect must be 
taken into account. For me, the education portfolio 
was extremely important — after all, | am a university 
professor — and for that reason the Education Ministry 
was an important stage in personal terms. 

[Martinez] Now everything will be very different. After 
what has happened, this ministry will be watched more 
closely — perhaps with a microscope. 


{Pertierra} | do not believe so. This is a very different 
ministry from the Education Ministry, but cach has its 
personality. I do not believe that it will be watched with 
a microscope, unless perhaps with the same microscope 
that other ministries’ conduct is watched. 

[Martinez] But will you be watching the intelligence 
services with a microscope to ensure that what happened 
to your predecessor will not happen to you? 
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([Peruerra] Special care must be taken in organizing the 
CESID, which must now begin a new stage, but this 
hence I accept them. 


(Martunez}] With the elimination of the deputy premuer- 
ship, you are left as the only person responsible for 
coordinating the intelligence services. Does this respon- 
sibility alarm you? 


[Pertierra}) No. The responsibility for running the CESID 
has beea and is exclusively the defense minister's, and 
so I accept that responsibil<y. A sumber of measures 
must be adopted, beginning with the appointment of 
the direclor general and secretary general. The second 
measure ~1il be the personne! regulations, which | will 
submit to cabinet as soon as possible. | am studying 
them carefully. 


(Martinez) They were almost completed by the previous 
team... 


[Pertierra] It has been quite a lengthy process, because 
it is complex. The basic aim is to establish a unitary 
system for treating the center's personnel, irrespective 
of their military or civilian origin. The regulations are 
already well defined, but I wish to study them carefully 
and accept them myself before submitting them to the 
cabinet in one or two weeks’ time. 

[Martinez] But the regulations are not a balm: Is there 
any more radical reform? 


[Pertierra] The regulations are an important reform: the 
fact is that it will be necessary also to establish a system 
of organization which really will be equal to the duties 
assigned to the center by law, and which will define the 
appropriate Controls to ensure that actions such as those 
which have occurred — on the part of individuals, not 
of the center — will not occur again. 


[Martinez] It seems that this scandal had to happen for 
measures to be adopted. Was there not a lack of reflexes 
to reorganize before this blew up? 


[Pertierra] The CESID has undergone several reorgani- 
zations in the course of its existence, aimed al meeting 
the new requirements of a national defense and security 
imelligence center, but there has been excessive trust in 
people who have later been shown not to deserve it. 


[Martinez] But if the shoncoming was detected four 


years ago, why were legal steps against whoever re- 
moved the documents not taken at that time? 


[Pertierra] We return to the same thing: probably 
because of a matter of trust, once the documents which 
had been removed were returned. If the CESID chief h° 4 
suspected that they were not being returned, he would 
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judicial authorities, as has happened now. | believe that 
the shoricoming was ¢xcessive trust. 

[Martinez] But to have that trust seems rather naive... 
[Pertierra] It was excessive trust, a failure of trust, 
which is a ver~ important rule in the work and internal 
regulations of any intelligence service in any country in 
the world. 


[Martinez] Some evidence given to the sucge asserts that 
evidence against Col. Perow was manufactured. What 
do you know about this? 


{Pertierra} | know only what has bees published. | doubt 
that that is the case. I have no further knowledge of the 
matter at present. 

[Martinez] What about we theory of a conspiracy 
against the state to which the prime minister referred? 
Does Juan Alberto Perote form part of that alleged plot? 


[Pertierra] I do not know whether or not there is a 
conspiracy, but we should not enter into controversies 
of a terminological nature. It does seem to me that that 
there is a set of converging interests that the prime 
ministez should cease to be so and that the Socialist 
Party should cease to underpin the government. 


[Martinez] Intervsts outside the lawful political game” 
Something in the shadows? 
(Pertierra) It seems to me that it is clear that an attempt 


has been mace to create from public life an impression 
that those in charge of the institutions are failing and 


to create that situation. 


SPAIN 21 


[Pertierra] Certainly. | believe that Gen. Mangiano has 
rendered very important services to state security and, 
ee en ane & Cee in short, 


[Pertierra] | am convinced that Gen. Manglano has per- 
formed services to the state, from a strictly institutional 
viewpoint, since 1981 — before the Socialist Party at- 
tained power. It seems to me that this is something for 


[Martinez] Does that mean that that trust in the secret 
services has been lost because of this latest affair? 


[Pertierra] | hope not, but, certainly, as a result of the 
conduct of very specific individuals, some people could 
have questioned the conduct of the center as an institu- 
tion and of its personnel in accordance with legality. | 
therefore believe that my role will be to increase trust 
in the CESID’s personnel. It will be headed, as direc- 
tor general, by a person who is acquainted with foreign 
imtelligence and who is a prestigious professional with 
acknowledged organizational gifts, and at his side will 
be a secretary general who is acquainted with constitu- 
tional law and who has taken part in the whole process 
of organizing of the Armed Forces in accordance with 
the constitutional order. 


{Martinez} Do you believe that the chapter of accept- 
ing responsibiliues is closed with the resignations of 
Manglano, Serra, and Garcia Vargas? The opposition 
believes thai the prime minister should also accept his 
responsibilives. 
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[Pertierra] | believe that the resigna.ons of Serra and 
Garcia Vargas are an act of political courage whose 
true significance we will be able to appreciaie. They are 
political actions of greal importance. 

[Martinez] You have been at the ministry for a week. 
What legacy do you believe you have received? 
[Peruerra] The processes of modernizing institutions as 
importamt as the Armed Forces are very lengthy. If 
Serra’* tenure was characterized by placing the Armed 
Forces in the new society and im the constitutional 
framework, as well as Carrying oul very important 
mod." ization processes which affected personnel and. 
equipment, Vargas’ tenure is characterized by the de- 
velopment of our Armed Forces’ role abroad. I have 


[Martinez] From what you say, the pieces of the puzzie 
seem to be laid out. Will you make any substantial 
change to the current setup” 


[Pertierra] Government plans are government plans. 
Each official sets his mark on them — especially on 
the way of implemenung them — but the aims are the 
Armed Force's, and 1 must shoulder them. 


[Martinez] What will be your main working guidelines” 


[Pertierra] | am very concerned about consolidating the 
mode! of the Armed Forces which we have given our- 
selves through a decision with a very large parliamen- 
tary majority in 1991. This model must be enhanced. 
That role abroad must be consolidated, and, in this con- 
necuon, very important working opportunities are open- 
ing up with the Western European Union presidency in 
this half of the year. 


[Martinez] And the reform of the Armed Forces 
organization? 


[Pertierra] That, too. It is necessary to work from the 
viewpoint of carrying out organizational programs such 
as the second and third stages of the “Norte” Pian 
(restructuring of the Army). 


[Martinez] To what do you intend to pay special 
attenuion? 


[Pertierra] To the link between the Armed Forces and 
society. For instance — and | believe that | am well 
placed for this — | will be able to implement some 
working programs in association with the Education 
Ministry which concern what we call ‘collateral mat- 
ters.” These are matters which explain our security and 
in any event are aimed at an education for peace. 


[Martinez] Is there a before and after the Spanish troops’ 
presence in Bosnia” 


people for thei important work, in order to learn the sit- 
uation on the ground. It is true that the current atmos- 
phere is not conducive to conducting the peace talks, 
but as jong as there is an option of continuing to give 
humanitarian aid, there will be a chance that the peace 
talks will reach a successful conclusion. | will certainly 
always favor these humanitanan missions. 


{Martinez} A withdrawal plan is also now ready. Will 
it come to be implemented, and in what way” 


[Pertierra] If that decision comes about, it should be 
taken mululaterally by all the couatnes which have 


forces deployed in the area. 


[Martinez] The budget cuts suffered by the Defense 
Ministry have caused tix resignation of some secretaries 
of state. Even Julian Garcia Vargas rebelled against the 
regressive trend at the end of his tenure. Are you ready 
for the battle over money” 


[Pertierra] | am ready for the batile over money, because 
that battle must be fought over all sectorial policies, and 
for two yea’: | have been responsible for one which 
affects the pablic very directly. | know what a budgetary 
argument is, but we should consider one thing: If we 
are unable to resolve the problem of the deficit, there 
will be no resources for carrying out any policy of 
importance for society. Moreover, this ministry's policy 
is very active because of its influence on industry, and 
hence on job creation, which is certainly Spain's greatest 
probiem 

[Martinez] You agree with Vargas on the need ‘o curb 
the deficit, but he pointed out that the cuts .lways 
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affected portfolios such as defense or public works — 
not the so-called social expendsure. 


[Peruerra] The Socialist government has developed 
policies ame“ at enhancing the welfare state which 
are unrenc znceable for us, but | do sot believe 2 all 
that other policies which are essential for our system, 
including defense policy, have been negiected. It is true 
thal i is necessary to have many resources in order to 
Cafry oul an international role for our Armed Forces. 
The Defense Ministry has experienced bad times, but | 
do not believe that i can be said that defense policies 
have been neglected by the goverument. 


“Better Quality Military Service” 


[Martinez] Are you in favor of the duration of 2%erna- 
tive social service being brought into line with that of 
military service’ 

[Pertierra] Categorical assertions cannot be made on 
these matters. As far as military service is concerned, 
it is necessary to continue to work on the line of 
what we would call beter quality. A great deal of 
progress has been made, but it is necessary to Continue 
to improve on the work that has been done. it is 
also important that progress be made in implemenung 
the alternative social service system. As a comparable 
system in implementing the two services is achieved, 
matters connected with the duration of social service 
and military service can be raised. 


[Martinez] Is the new defense minister in favor of 
reducing the penalties for the offense of draft dodging. 


as is .pparently en\«saged in the new penal code, 
following the amendments which have been made’ 


[Pertierra] Legislative action on this or any other law 
falis within parliament's sovereignty. It is obvious that 
1 will follow the development of the penal code, which 


which took place in the cabinet. and so the bill which 


{Gonzalez} Since | July Spain is presiding the EU as 
well as the WEU. What are your priorities” 


[Suarez Pertierra] Basically there are two priorities. The 
first is to convert the WEU into an organization which 
has closer links with the E_), as the European defense 
pillar, as we are already working on options in this 
line that will be proposed at the 1996 Intergovernmental 
Conference. Moreover, we are hoping tw finish during 
our presidency the European Defense White Book. 
which will be a very important document. 


[Gonzalez] Three days before you took office, Felipe 
Gonzalez admitted the pessibility of early elections. 
Don't you think it would be better for you not to empty 
your suitcases? 


{Suarez Pertierra] No. It seems to me that the feeling of 
provisionality is very bad for government responsibili- 
ues. The responsibilities of munisters is to work toward 
completing the whole legislative term. 
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UN To Seek Immediate Inspection of Paphos Gate 


NC1107121895 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1030 GMT I1 Jul 95 


([FBIS Translated Text] The UN Security Council 
[UNSC] will ask the occupation regime to allow the 
immediate inspection of the Turkish fortifications being 
built at the Paphos Gate walls in violation of the 
disengagement agreement. CyBC’s [Cyprus Broadcast- 
ing Corporation] correspondent :cported from New 
York that there is a serious problem, because the UN 
Secretariat lodged demarches with the pseudostate’s 
representative in New York and because the draft 
UNSC letter is addressed only to the Turkish Cypriot 
authorities, and not to the Turkish occupation forces as 
well. 


The CyBC correspondent also reported that Russia 
has not yet authorized the letter to the UN secretary 
general. Although the UNSC is adopting Butrus Butrus- 
Ghali’s position—that the Turkish moves violate the 
disengagement agreement and the latest resolution on 
UNFICYP [UN Forces in Cyprus]—the Greek and 
Cypriot permanent delegations disagree with freeing 
the Turkish forces of any responsibility regarding the 
fortifications. 


In the draft letter the UNSC stresses that UNFICYP’s 
request for a complete, detailed, and in-depth briefing 
on the work falls within the conditions of the disengage- 
ment agreement. It also supports UNFICYP’s efforts. 


In his letter to the UNSC, Butrus-Ghali stated that he is 
concerned with the situation the Turkish stance is cre- 
ating. He also stressed that if the issue is not resolved 
quickly, problems will surface for UNFICYP in imple- 
menting UN Resolution 1000. He added that the entire 
disengagement agreement will be endangered. In his let- 
ter, Butrus-Ghali noted that although the Turks initially 
told UNFICYP that they would construct a playground, 
they dug trenches 3 meters by 2 meters, something that 
raises questions about their true intentions. 


The CyBC correspondent revealed that the reference 
in the letter—to the United Nations lodging demarches 
with the Turkish Cypriot authorities in New York— 
has provoked a strong written reaction from the Cypriot 
and Greek delegations. According to our correspondent, 
a Pakistani official at the UN Secretariat lodged the 
demarche although the pseudostate has no diplomatic 
Capacity in the United Nations. 


President Glavkos Kliridhis today chaired a meeting at 
the National Guard General Staff to discuss the Turkish 
fortifications on the Paphos Gate walls, general defense 
issues, arms systems, and infrastructure projects. De- 
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fense Minister Konstandinos Iliadhis, the deputy minis- 
ter to the president, Pandelis Kouros, and the National 
Guard chief and senior officers participated in the meet- 
ing. 


Government spokesman Ioannis Kasoulidhis said there 
is no reason—=military or political—for the Cypriot 
people to be concerned about the Turkish fortifications 
at the Paphos Gate. The spokesman stressed that the 
Greek Cypriot side is following things closely and is 
taking all the necessary measures. He also stressed that 
the National Guard feels capable of defending Nicosia. 


Court Not Drop Charges Against British Soldiers 


NC1107114095 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1030 GMT 11 Jul 95 


(FBIS Translated Text] The Supreme Court rejected any 
possibility of suspending the Criminal Court trial and 
dropping the charges against the three British soldiers 
accused of murdering Danish tourist representative 
Louise Jensen, even if their claim— that their right 
to confidentiality with their lawyers was violated—-is 
proven. The Supreme Court plenary session made the 
decision regarding legal questions that arose during the 
hearing procedure. 


Israeli Minister on Alleged Money Laundering 


NC1107120495 Nicosia Cyprus Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in Greek 
1030 GMT 11 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text] Israeli Justice and Interior [as 
published] Minister David Liba’i, who is on an official 
visit to Cyprus, said Israel will not listen passively to the 
accusations that a bank in the occupied part of Cyprus 
is specializing in money laundering. Speaking after his 
meeting with President Glavkos Kliridhis, Liba’i said 
he has no knowledge of this but now that the subject 
has come up, an investigation will be carried out. 


Liba’i arrived in Cyprus this morning for the conclusion 
of an agreement on legal cooperation between Cyprus 
and Israel. 


TRNC Counters Cypriot Allegations, Armaments 


TA1207075695 Nicosia Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
1530 GMT 11 Jul 95 


[FBIS Translated Text) The Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and Defense has stated that the Greek Cypriot side is 
trying to conceal and justify its armament activities 
through allegations concerning Turkish Cypriot military 
fortifications. 
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The ministry has replied to Greek Cypriot allegations 
regarding military fortifications. The statement notes 
that the Greek Cypriot side is continuing its armament 
efforts in accordance with the Greek-Greek Cypriot joint 
defense agreement, has increased its joint exercises with 
Greece, has stepped up its activities on the establishment 
of a naval air base in south Cyprus, and is engaged 
in fortifications on the Greek Cypriot National Guard’s 
contact line. The statement adds that it is a known fact 
that the Greek Cypriot side, during the last three to four 
years, has built many fortifications along the contact 
line, laid many pipelines, and built many new posts. The 
statement further notes that it has also been established 
that many communications lines, tank trenches, and tan’. 
tower posts have been built. The statement continues: 
The Greek Cypriot side has engaged in construction and 
fortification activities in Lefkosa [Nicosia] and in the 
buffer and demilitarized zones at various times. Among 


CYPRUS 25 


these activities, one can cite the 4-meter-high wail built 
in the Okullar region and various digging and ground- 
leveling projects. The statement further notes that all the 
demarches registered with the UNFICYP [UN Forces 
in Cyprus] with the aim of putting a stop to these 
activities have failed and adds that the Greek Cypriot 
National Guard is continuing its provocative activities 
along the contact line despite all the warnings issued by 
the pertinent authorities. 


The statement concludes: To date, the Turkish Republic 
of Northern Cyprus [TRNC] has refrained from any 
retaliation in the face of the provocative stand adopted 
by the Greek Cypriot National Guard; however, it is 
impossible to turn a blind eye to these Greek Cypriot 
activities. Therefore, we find it necessary to once more 
remind UNFICYP thai it should meticulously fulfill its 
duty in this regard. 
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26 GREECE 


Pangalos Criticizes Government Stance on IGC 


9SESO294A Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
29 May 95 p6 


[Article by PASOK Deputy and former Minister of 
Foreign Affairs Theodoros Pangalos: “I Sound the 
Alarm”] 

{[FBIS Translated Text] The conclusions one reaches 
after listening to or reading the government's views on 
the 1995 Intergovernmental Conference [IGC] do not 
lead to encouraging thoughts for a—to say the least— 
decent participation of our country in the conference. 


Even a non-expert can easily determine that the respon- 
sibility, the stability, the planning, the precision, or the 
deliberate selection of basic goals and objectives and 
the strategic planning are missing while our country’s 
European policy is nonexistent. 


Usually the views are clearly hastily derived from the 
views of other European partners, without a steady and 
precise strategic foundation. 


The consequences for all sectors of social activity and 
for the daily life of the Greek citizen can be extremely 
heavy. The IGC has turned from an opportunity into a 
threat. Of course the responsibility of the appropriate 
officials has historic dimensions. 


The Confusion of the Officials 


How will it be possible for Greece to carry out, not an 
aggressive policy—this is the privilege of our powerful 
partners—but at least a sound and decisive national 
European policy, when it is unable even now, on the 
eve of negotiations, to devise an overall framework of 
goals and objectives? 


How can it do so when with such unthinking ease differ 
ent views are presented within the Foreign Ministry— 
the primary instrument dealing with the IGC—and by 
other government officials? 


How can it do so when the question of the Maastricht 
Treaty revision is in effect handled by a small group of 
five or six persons with inadequate knowledge, who are 
motivated more by personal ambition in the context of 
intraparty feuds than by a real interest in this matter? 


A characteristic illustration of this unthinkable situa- 
tion refers to a general but basic issue for the IGC, 
namely the need to choose between a federated or an in- 
tergovernmental direction. The alternate foreign minis- 
ter [Alexandros Mangakis}|—if one can understand any- 
thing from his rhetorical phrases-——is in favor of the for- 
mer, while the secretary for European affairs favors the 
latter, agreeing on this with the hyperactive press min- 
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ister, while the Greek representative to the Study Group 
chooses according to the moment a “half-way” solution 
supporting the latter but not ruling out the former, with 
an especially obscure and nonbinding manner to avoid 
the wrath of one or the other side, causing thereby the 
indignation and gradually the contempt of our partners. 
This is an unacceptable situation. 


Another illustration of the confusion and lack of respon- 
sibility refers to the relations between the Foreign Trade 
Administration [DEE] and the European Union, in other 
words, whether we want simply to strengthen those ties 
or incorporate the DEE into the European Union. One 
would be wrong to think it possible to get a clear an- 
swer on this either. 


The defense minister has clearly sided with the second 
option —- apparently he knows something — which is 
in part supported by the alternate minister of foreign 
affairs, but not by the minister of foreign affairs or 
the secretary of European affairs. So they found the 
familiar, painless, and convenient solution, which was 
accepted by the intra-ministerial commission: “Greece 
finds extremely interesting the report of the European 
Parliament, which supports DEE’s incorporation into the 
European Union.” 


Dangerous and Unacceptable 


The matters now are not only unacceptable but even 
dangerous. We cannot deal with such a sensitive and 
controversial subject as defense in such an irresponsible 
manner. We expressed in a ridiculous way our “interest” 
in an option that potentially may serve as a guarantee 
by our partners. For God's sake! 


A third illustration refers to a popular front page 
subject—the question of unanimity. The situation here 
becomes comical. Up to this time, the official position, 
endorsed by the intra-ministerial commission has been: 
“The question of abolishing unanimity is not a matter of 
high priority. But it must be given a timely and in-depth 
assessment by us.” When? Possibly “after the people 
come back from their summer vacation at the beach?” 


The only real position as of now — we should be 
thankful for that — is the support for maintaining 
unanimity on vital sectors, but without our saying 
which are those vital sectors nor under what criteria 
and procedures they will be determined. At this very 
moment this issue is the subject of sweeping proposals 
by our partners and by the European Parliament and the 
Commission (total abolition, double voting, and other). 
We resolve that it is not a matter of high priority. 





This report may contain copynghted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 








FBIS-WEU-95-133 


12 July 1995 GREECE 27 
Why Am I Indignant The IGC is too serious a matter to be left to some of 
The illustrations are many, we cannot cover them all. os , 7 ; 

I am not bringing them up because of a nonproductive Officials’ Reaction 


Critical disposition. But I found it impossible to remain 
silent to the point of irresponsibility when my old sub- 
oniheitie thie aiteteaal in the Foreign Mini 
and elsewhere—convey to me daily their indignation. 
An indignation which derives from their failing to chart 
a general framework of directions on which to base their 
OWN more specialized proposals. 

An indignation derived from the fact that the colossal 
significance of the impending revision is not being 
understood, that the necessary alliances have not been 
formed, that public opinion and the citizen are not being 
informed. 


An indignation caused by the inadequate participation 
of the Greek Chamber of Deputies and the Greek Euro 
deputies at the very moment we are at the state of 
preparing the revision of our Constitution; the exclusion 
of the scientific and professional community, but also 
of the community partners; by the fact that we are 
missing another opportunity to have Greece agpear al 
the negotiating table with a coherent and decisive voice. 


An indignation caused by the wreckage of irrelevant, 
incapable, and lazy political hacks has inflicted on the 
work accomplished over many decades by valuable, 
professional, experienced public otficials who believed 
in the vision of an honorable presence for our country 
in Europe. 


A Solution in Two Parts 


It is not too late, provided from now on we deal with 
these issues and we follow a strategy based on a careful 
assessment of all favorable and negative aspects of each 
option. 

In other words it is necessary to have two ingredients. 
First, a careful and accurate recording of the favorable 
and unfavorable aspects of each solution, each task, 
which must be done and which must be assigned to 
specialized and fully trained scientific manpower, and 
second, the selection and formulation of our positions, 
which initially should be the responsibility of an intra- 
ministerial agency with the vigorous participation of the 
prime minister himself, and, at a second stage, should be 
assessed by a council, not necessarily of party leaders, 
but with the participation of all political parties. 


As far as those responsible for today’s ludicrous situ- 
ation are concerned, they should get out of the way, 
since they have shown that they are incapable of doing 
anything constructive. 


9SESO294B Athens ELEVTHEROTIPIA in Greek 
30 May 95 pS 


[FBIS Translated Text] The government and PASOK 
{Panhellenic Socialist Movement] responded with a bar- 
rage to Theodoros Pangalos who in an article pub- 
lished in yesterday's ELEVTHEROTIPIA attacked cab- 
inet ministers calling them “irrelevant, incapable polit- 
ical hacks” for their haphazard, irresponsible, and lazy 
attitude in preparation of position. at the Intergovern- 
mental Conference scheduled for 1996. 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Karolos Papoulias and Press 
Minister Evangelos Venizelos branded the article an 
“insulting provocation,” while Akis Tsokhatzopoulos 
spoke of “unacceptable expressions,” and Alternate 
Foreign Minister Y.A. Mangakis branded them as 
“pseudo-problems and Byzantine-like arguinents.” 


The recipient of these shots declined to offer any 
comments, only *:aung in Brussels, where he is visiting, 
that what he wrote represents his views. 


In Athens, however, cabinet ministers, insulted by his 
attack, did not conceal in private discussions their anger, 
speaking of Pangalos with harsh or insulting phrases. 


E. Venizelos, when asked yesterday at noon about 
the Pangalos attack, replied with a rather angry 
expression—probably because Pangalos had ironically 
called him “hyperactive”: 


“Mr Pangalos apparently thinks that politics is a daily 
chain of personal attacks. We have a different view of 
politics, and of course, of what constitutes political ex- 
pression and the proper manner of political communi- 
cation. Each of us makes his own choices and bears the 
burden of his own choice.” 


He further called “naive, schematic, and shallow” the ap- 
proach to European questions when that approach must 
decide between a federated or an intergovernmental di- 
rection. 

But when he was reminded that Yiannis Kranidiotis 
as the appropriate deputy minister had sided with the 
federated approach, he answered that “things are not 
so simple,” that “it will be a shame to say that the 
Intergovernmental Conference decision is just whether 
to favor one or the other approach,” and that “we 
not going to solve this problem here.” He added: ” 
Pangalos too hastily attacked with violent expressi 
the cabinet ministers who are members of the relevant 
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been discussed and what the conclusions are.” 
Speaking last night on the MEGA [TV channel] he 
called the Pangalos article an “unprovoked, violent, and 
insulting provocation.” He argued that the article shows 
“the absence of essential political expression” and that it 
a. Sethion in Yeliieien eine ' eer 
anything new.” 

Venizelos avoided any reference to whether Pangalos’ 
views will provoke the reaction of the government 
or of PASOK and said that this is a matter for the 
Commission on Ethics. 

Papoulias 


On his part, Foreign Minister Karolos Papoulias, com- 
menting on the Pangalos article said: “Lately Mr Pan- 


of 

his insulting expressions. I would have answered if his 
criticism was well documented. Unfortunately, he did 
not try to find the facts. The Commission on the Inter- 


tunately, lately he has been going through a stage that, 
I must say, lies beyond even the possibility of political 
assessment by anyone.” 


Mangakis 

Deputy Foreign Minister Y.A. Mangakis who is in Brus- 
sels for the Foreign Ministers Council [of the European 
Union] invoked his credibility to claim that “most of 
these are pseudo-problems. The choice between the ‘in- 
tergovernmental’ or the ‘federal’ United Europe refers 
to terms that hold many different contents. Disagree- 


ments over those terms resemble Byzantine-like argu- 
ments over the sex of the angels...” 


He reported that he was a participant in the ministerial 
commission where he found a common position in 
favor of a functional unity in a federated form. But, 
he added, the functional unity leads to many specialized 
questions. In any event, we agreed on the issues covered 
by the ministerial commission. The decisions reached 
are in force. But in the statemcats there exist certair 
differentiations. We do not have one voice. Anyway, 
we are still at the stage of exploration, which requires a 
multitude of thoughts in a dialogue. The final stage will 
be completed with the government's decision, which 
will be reached at the Council of Ministers. Until then 
Mangakis explained that “he is not replying to Mr 
Pangalos,” but that he is presenting his views on the 
Intergovernmental Conference. 

PASOK Central Committee Secretary A. Tsokhatzopou- 
los stated: “I'm sorry, but we cannot have a political 
dialogue on the basis of such insulting expressions and 
characterizations. Especially whenever political person- 
alities are involved they must be careful. Because the 
political personalities have a primary responsibility to- 
ward society to contribute to the promotion of substan- 
tial, democratic, and pluralistic dialogue, offering polit- 
ical positions, views, and proposals not aggressive char- 
When Deputy Press Minister Tilemakhos Khitiris was 
asked whether the prime minister is concerned with the 
fresh criticism by Vasso Papandreou, Par. Avgerinos, 
and Th. Pangalos he replied: “No. The prime minister 
is aware of all this, but he finds no reason for special 
concern.” 
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Chirac Reportedly Assures Ciller on Cyprus 


NC1107195395 Istanbul HURRIYET in Turkish 
3 Jul 9S pl4 


[Report by Zeynep Gurcanli: “Chirac’s Assurance on 
Cyprus”) 

(FBIS Translated Text] President Chirac has assured 
Prime Minister Tansu Ciller that the Greek Cypriot side 
“cannot unilaterally join the EU.” It has been learned 
that Chirac informed Ciller during the meeting they had 
in Paris last month as follows: “It is out of the question 
for one of the sides to unilaterally join the EU before 
the Cyprus problem is resolved. Cyprus cannot become 
an EU member as a divided island.” 


Several officials in Europe have informed HURRIYET 
that Chirac assured Ciller not only on behalf of France 
but also on behalf of all the EU countries. That is why 
his statement is “very important,” they said. Stressing 
that the statement Foreign Minister Erdal Inonu made 
in the TRNC [Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus] 
last week was linked to President Chirac’s remarks, the 
same sources said: “Inonu said that “Cyprus” accession 
to the EU is linked with the regional balance between 
Turkey and Greece. So, the balance will be maintained.” 
This showed that he has read the records on the Chirac- 
Ciller meeting.” 

It has been ascertained that the EU countries will 
continue their efforts to persuade Greek Cypriot leader 
Glavkos Kliridhis and TRNC President Rauf Denktas 
to “meet to resolve the Cyprus problem.” However, 
officials in Europe say: “The EU does not want to act as 
a mediator in the effort to resoive the Cyprus problem.” 


Armenian President's ‘Goodwill’ Message Reported 
NCi 107144095 Istanbul CUMHURIYET in Turkish 
2 Jul 95S p3 


{Report by Oral Calislar: “A Goodwill Message From 
Yerevan") 


[FBIS Translated Text) Yerevan—President Levon Ter- 
Petrosian has received Gurbuz Capan, mayor of Es- 
enyurt, who recently visited Yerevan. Ter-Petrosian sent 
an important message to Turkey during these talks. On 
improving relations with Turkey, he said: “Even if the 
present situation is not suitable for establishing diplo- 
matic relations, we can improve economic and cultural 
relations and increase our athletic and tourism activities. 
We can reevaluate the situation later.” 


Because of the Armenian general elections scheduled 
for 5 July, relations between the government and the 
oppositions parties became strained. The Republic Bloc, 
which is headed by President Levon Ter-Petrosian, is 
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expected to win the elections. The Republic Biloc’s 
effort to remove the reference in the Constitution to the 
"1915 Genocide” is one of the main points of dispute. 
The Republic Bloc’s draft constitution will not include 
a reference to the genocide. 


We were received by Levon Ter-Petrosian in an election 
atmosphere. He told Turkey the following: 


“Initially, our relations progressed very favorably. This 
is when Armenia declared its independence. Due to ef- 
forts by Ambassador Volkan Vural and several other 
Turkish officials, several positive steps were taken. To- 
gether we improved our neighborly relations. However, 
the incidents in Karabakh caused a deadlock in the re- 
lations. 

We have recently received positive signals from Turkey. 
We welcoune this. The cease-fire agreement in Karabakh 
has held for 14 months. This has created a positive 
situation. As far as we are concerned, Turkey has 
been emotional regarding Karabakh. Nevertheless, it has 
maintained a careful and balanced policy. We asked 
Ankara not to link its relations with Armenia to the 
incidents in Karabakh. However, we failed to convince 
the Turkish officials. I want to outline the following: 


1. Neither Armenia nor Karabakh will violate the cease- 
fire agreement. Nor will they do anything that may 
restart the war. 


2. Armenia and Karabakh do not agree on all of the ex- 
isting problems. Karabakh has made stronger demands 
on various issues. However, Armenia maintains a mod- 
erate approach. Karabakh insists on having the right of 
self-determination. We want to be flexible. We cannot 
determine the Karabakh people's future for them. Nev- 
ertheless, we maintain our effort to convince Karabakh 
to make more appropriate proposals. The main question 
is the establishment of confidence and security between 
Azerbaijan and Karabakh. We have intervened to help 
in the prisoner exchange effort. 


3. Armenia has not changed its approach toward Turkey. 
Our policy is as follows: We will not set preconditions 
to maintain and improve our relations. We will not 
let issues become problems if we can hold talks on 
them under more favorable conditions in the future. We 
will establish economic and cultural relations and we 
will cooperate on tourism, athletics, etc. We will create 
opportunities for our people to meet with each other. 


4. We do not insist on establishing diplomatic relations 
if the Turkish officials believe that diplomatic contacts 
may be presently inconvenient for Turkey. We want 
diplomatic relations to be established without a delay. 


However, we are prepared to postpone the process. A 
document has been drawn up for this. We can use it 
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to establish diplomatic relations when both sides agree. 
Nevertheless, we are prepared to abandon it if it will 
cause a problem for the Turkish Government. We want 
to start with the steps thal can be taken quickly. We 
offer our friendly sentiments to the Turkish people and 
we greet them with affection.” 

The political experts are convinced that more favorable 
steps will be taken to improve the relations between 
Turkey and Armenia after the elections in Armenia on 
5 July. 


Amnesty Law Prompts PKK Figure To Surrender 
NC1107181695 Istanbul SABAH in Turkish 3 Jul 95 
p 16 


(FBIS Translated Text] Sivas—The call Prime Minister 
Tansu Ciller has made for the surrender of the Workers 
Party of Kurdistan [PKK] terrorists before the amnesty 
law expires on 7 July has yielded results. Iskender Yal- 
cin, 25, who has been known as the "PKK’s death ma- 
chine,” has surrendered to the security forces in Tunceli. 
Yalcin has been interrogated at the Gendarmerie Regi- 
ment Headquarters in Sivas. He revealed that in 1994 he 
took part in activities in which a police commissioner, a 
noncommissioned officer, 13 servicemen, and nine cit- 
izens were killed. 

Disclosing that he joined the PKK with the help of 
someone he knew in Tunceli in 1991, Yalcin said that 
he trained for a year on using arms at the Zalakh camp 
in northern Iraq and in Tunceli and Alibogazi in Turkey. 
He said that he took part in PKK activities as a “fighter” 
for three years and asserted: “Had I not escaped from 
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the PKK, I would have been promoted to the rank of 
platoon commander.” 


Stressing that it is difficult for “fighters” to escape from 
the PKK, Yalcin said: “1 was trusted. | would have 
been appointed commander of the PKK militants in 
Sivas. That is why | was briefed on the PKK’s internal 
structure. I escaped and surrendered to the security 
forces immediately after I received the information.” 


Iskender Yalcin said that he was ashamed of the 
activities in which he participated. Stressing that a group 
of 125 PKK militants headed by two terrorists, whom 
he knew only by their code names “Faik” and “Aliser,” 
arrived in the rural areas in Sivas in 1994, Yalcin said: 
“Our missior was to establish a link with the Black Sea 
region. We clashed with the security forces from time 
to time. We dressed in military uniforms and attacked a 
special police operations team in August 1994. We later 
ascertained that we had killed the team's commissioner. 
1 was wounded in my arm and Aliser was wounded 
in his legs. The clash took place ai night. We escaped 
into the forest in the darkness. We ambushed a military 
group and killed a noncommissioned officer the same 
month. We attacked Selimiye village in Zara District in 
October. We seized the arms of the village guards and 
shot and killed nine people from the village in a forest. 
Later we clashed with the security forces from time to 
time. We lost many men. Our group had 125 men when 
we reached the rural areas in Sivas. Only 25 members 
of our group were able to escape to Tunceli. I took part 
in the incidents in which 13 military servicemen were 
killed in Tunceli.” 
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